
For nearly four years, a local
online initiative has been
bringing people together to talk
about one thing Ð Edmonton. 

As its name suggests, Con-
nect2Edmonton.ca (C2E) is a
place where people can share
ideas and speak out on issues
related to Edmonton.

Along with its popular forum,
the website features guest
columnists, contests, polls and
an ÒAsk EdÓ section for folks
interested in moving to, travelling
to or visiting Edmonton.

With about 14,000 discussion
topics, 6,500 registered members
and 50,000 people visiting the
website each month, our city is a
hot topic.

Richard Skermer, co-
chair of C2E, explains
that the concept was
created from a mix of
ideas stemming from his
work with Promote
Edmonton and fellow co-chair
Kenn BurÕs involvement in the
Edmonton Booster Club, an
initiative of the Edmonton
Economic Development Corpo-
ration. 

ÒKenn saw us and knew the
alignment between what he was
looking to do with taking the
Edmonton Booster Club online,
and I noticed the same passion
in Kenn that I had,Ó Skermer says.

Together, they merged their
ideas to form C2E. Partners like

Edmonton Economic Develop-
ment Corporation, Edmonton
Airports, Edmonton Chamber of
Commerce and the City of
Edmonton provide their support
by covering the cost for web
hosting and maintenance, and
help promote the website.

ÒNow that weÕre a private not-
for-profit, our partners are truly
promotional partners.  They
believe in the concept and often
are our conduit for partnering on
promotional contests or solicit-

ing guests to appear as colum-
nists or ÔAsk forumÕ participants,Ó
Skermer explains. ÒIÕm very
happy to say that no partner has
ever tried to go against the
philosophy of hands off on
content.

Recent discussions about
developments on the Anthony
Henday, LRT expansion, where to
to eat or shop in the city, the
downtown arena and the Expo
2017 bid are just a few of the
topics that can be found.

No topic is off limits, but
members must abide by the
online communityÕs guidelines to
ensure that hateful or derogatory
material isnÕt posted. 

Skermer credits the volunteer
moderators for monitoring
content so that the forum
remains accessible, inclusive and
relevant.

ÒModerators ensure that
contributors arenÕt intimidated

by the remarks of others. We try
to ensure that contributors
discuss the topics and not the
person posting the comments,Ó
says volunteer moderator David
Norwood. 

His volunteer work has
introduced him to like-minded
Edmonton enthusiasts who
share his passion for the city.

Skermer hopes to see more
people with differing opinions
and ideas join the discussion to
keep the website fresh.

To sign up to become a
member of Connect2Edmonton,
to volunteer or to learn how to
submit a guest column, visit
www.connect2edmonton.ca.

For more information or
suggestions for story ideas please
contact Evelyn Pham at
epham@volunteeredmonton.com
, call (780) 732-6655 or check out
our website at www.volunteered-
monton.com.
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Share your passion for Edmonton online

Presence .Unexpected Christmas

CRIME HAPPENS FAST,
don’t let it happen to you this holiday season.

• Keep purchases and gifts out of sight. Don’t put any presents around
the tree until last thing on Christmas Eve or Christmas morning.

• Take down serial numbers of new electrical equipment,TV’s, stereos,
etc. for future reference. Security mark valuable Christmas gifts.

• Remember, empty boxes left outside advertise that you have new goods
inside - dispose of packing carefully and/or take to recycling centre.

• Take extra care to ensure all your doors and windows are secure.

• Don’t leave gifts in garages or sheds.

• Don’t leave curtains open so people can see your decorations -
potential thieves can also see in.

For more crime prevention information visit
www.edmontonpolice.ca/crimeprevention

Dedicated to Protect, Proud to Serve

For store location nearest you, visit PetSmart.com
Our Unbeatable Price Guarantee makes it easy for you to stock up on essentials (and surprises) for your pets. We•ll match any competitor•s everyday or advertised price on an in-stock , identical product (excludes
pets and services). See store associate for details. | Prices and availability of products and services are subject to ch ange without notice and selection may vary by location. Erro rs will be corrected where discovered.
We reserve the right to revoke any stated offer and to correct any errors, inaccuracies, or omissions. Product images are displayed as accurately as possible. We cannot guarantee the colour you see matches
the product colour. | All featured trademarks, service mark s, logos (collectively •MarksŽ) are the property of their re spective owners. PetSmart disclaims any proprietary inter est in Marks that are not its own.
PetSmart owns numerous registered and non-registered Mark s for its products and services, including the PETSMART & Bouncing Ball Designs, PETPERKS and PETSMART CHARITIES and uses featured
third-party Marks with permission. | © 2010 PetSmart Store S upport Group, Inc. All rights reserved.

Celebrate
BOXING DAY

with week-longspecials throughout the store

Valid on PetSmart®

services, including training
and grooming. Be one of the

FIRST 100 PEOPLEto visit your
neighbourhood PetSmart on

Boxing Day to get them!

All offers valid in Canada only through January 3, 2010.

with card

with card with card

with card

with card

with card

SAVE $5

SAVE 20% SAVE $30

SAVE 50¢

SAVE 15%

SAVE 20%

IAMS DOG FOOD,
ALL VARIETIES

TROPICAL FISH,
SELECT VARIETIES

JUVENILE
LEOPARD GECKOS

VITAKRAFT TREAT STICKS,
ALL VARIETIES

IAMS CANNED DOG FOOD,
ALL VARIETIES

ROLLOVER RAWHIDE,
TREATS & FOOD,
ALL VARIETIES

EXQUISICAT®

SCOOP CAT LITTER,
ALL VARIETIES

7.94 kg bag
Reg. $24.99

Reg. $1.49-$6.98 Reg. $69.99

349-374 g cans
Reg. $1.29 Reg. $2.49-$20

12.7 kg bucket
Reg. $10.49

with card
SAVE 20%

Reg. $4.49- $5.99

$30
receive over

in coupons

with card
2 for the price of 1

PRO PLAN CAT FOOD,
ALL VARIETIES

1.59 kg bags
& 85 g cans


