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The North of Nowhere Expo isn’t yourordinary festival. Produced by the Edmonton Small PressAssociation (ESPA), the Expo is a multi-disciplinary, activist-arts festival thatcelebrates independent media andunderground art.Taking place at the Stanley A. MilnerLibrary and Metro Cinema, the Expo runsfrom Friday until Oct. 31 and featuresseveral core programming themes andspecial events. “We are an independent and activistarts media organization, so everything wedo is political,” says Lynette Bondarchuk,ESPA’s artistic director and programmer. The Expo is offering a number of award-winning documentaries that exploretopics like food security, prison justice andmedia democracy, along with a literary fairshowcasing local publications, and aworkshop by the Beehive Collective todiscuss the effects of colonialism, corpo-rate globalization and more.Bondarchuk hopes the Expo not onlyraises awareness about these complexsocial issues, but also inspires and

motivates people totake action.“The Expo givesus a good opportu-nity to connect withother people,instead of preaching to the converted,”she says.“We really want to go outside our owncommunity, because what’s the point ifwe’re not opening people’s eyes?”In an effort to remain inclusive andaccessible to all, Bondarchuk emphasizesthat anyone can attend the Expo.“No one will be turned away for lack offunds,” she explains. “We only charge asuggested donation of eight to $12, ifpeople can afford it.”The money earned at the Expo is usedto offset production costs, and ensures theExpo continues to operate.  Bondarchuk admits it’s no easy featrunning the Expo and ESPA’s otherinitiatives, like publishing the streetvendor newspaper Our Voice on a fewgrants and volunteer power.“It’s totally a struggle,” she says, adding

that the organization is always in need ofvolunteers, especially office volunteers. “We maintain a huge collection of artistbooks and art. We have some really uniquethings that are really representative of ourculture, but because we don’t have enoughoffice volunteers, people have to makeappointments to view the collection,” shesays.“We also have many other positions forvolunteers. They can help out withexhibits, tabling events, helping us publishthe newspaper and distributing backissues. We’re flexible and people will beprovided training.” Bondarchuk hopes Edmontonianscome and check what the Expo has tooffer.“It’s about active citizenship. Peopleneed to understand that you can be keptin the dark about things. And, there’s good

artwork. It’s accessible and it’s artwork thatpeople will get,” she adds.  “We really hopepeople come and see what’s out there.”The North of Nowhere Expo runs untilthe end of the month. Tickets can bepurchased at the door. To learn moreabout the event or the Edmonton SmallPress Association, visit www.edmontons-mallpress.ca, email contact@edmontons-mallpress.org or call 780-434-9236.
Look to this space to see the work that thecity’s volunteers and non-profit organiza-tions are carrying out and what it is thatVolunteer Edmonton is involved in. Formore information or suggestions for storyideas please contact Evelyn Pham, commu-nications co-ordinator, at epham@volun-teeredmonton.com, call (780) 732-6655 orcheck out our website at www.volunteered-monton.com.
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Expo offers a uniqueexperience for all
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 Sales & Presentation Centre
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 Arnie Kaus
 780-499-7653(sold)
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 WHY PAY RENT
 own for less than Renting

 PRICE & PAYMENTS AS LOW AS: $305.00/biweekly  interest & principal
 Subject to change

 Approximate Possession Date Oct 2009“Don’t be saying…I should have bought when…!”
 “Call our Sales & Marketing Team”

 All 2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms
 * Stainless Steel Appliance Package

 * Hardwood/Ceramic Flooring
 * Superior Sound Proofing

 * Raised Oak Cabinets
 * Entertainment Room

 * Secure Building
 * Fitness Room
 * Theatre Room
 * 5-Star Lobby


